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On July 9, Lord Minto received instructions which
enabled  him to inform Baron Thugut of the King's
willingness to take a share in the negotiations for a
general peace, and these became henceforth the subject
of copious diplomatic communications.     "What, then,
was the amazement and dismay of Lord Minto, when
on August 7 he learnt from Baron Thugut, whom he
found  'excited,  feverish,  and  ill,'  that  General St.
Julien, notwithstanding his total want of powers, had
brought back   from  Paris,  whence  he   had just re-
turned, a protocol, signed by himself and Baron Talley-
rand, for a treaty of peace on the basis of the Treaty of
Campo  Formio!    Eut the German  territories which
that peace gave to the Emperor were in this case to be
compensated by equivalent acquisitions in Italy.    The
left bank of the Ehine was left to France, Kehl, Ehren-
breitstein, and other fortresses on the right bank were
to be demolished, and no fortress to be constructed
within three leagues of the river on that side !

Baron Thugut might well be 6 feverish ' and account
for it by the agitation and vexation which this new
disgrace had brought upon him. The wording of the
protocol, it is said, was such as to clear the Austrian
Government from any suspicion of having furnished
in writing, or by word of mouth, the grounds on
which their agent acted. They not only repudiated
these 6 turpitudes,' but expressed their conviction that
only temporary insanity could have accounted for the
conduct of General St. Julien, who on'his side was re-
ported to say that M. de Talleyrand had drawn up and